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United Nations (UN) Secretary General Boutros Boutros- Ghali has announced approval of a
UN Mission for Verification of Human Rights for Guatemala (Mision de Naciones Unidas para
Guatemala, MINUGUA). The mission will begin work in late September or early October, verifying
compliance of the March human rights accord signed by the Guatemalan government and rebel
umbrella group Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG). Meantime, UN peace
mediator Jean Arnault has been meeting with both sides in Guatemala and Mexico in an attempt
to get the stalled peace negotiations back on track. The rebels and the government each blame the
impasse on the failure of the other side to comply with the March accords.
The UN approval of the human rights mission for Guatemala came four months after the signing
of a human rights accord by the government and the rebel URNG, which called on the UN to verify
compliance with the accord (NotiSur, April 15, 1994). The March accords stipulated that the mission
would serve an extendable one-year term, and that its activities would be limited to incidents that
occur after the time the mission is established. The 300-member MINUGUA team, which will
arrive in Guatemala in late September or early October, will include 220 international human rights
observers, 60 civilian police, and ten military officers. The UN secretary general will name the
director of the mission, which will be advised by legal, political, military, indigenous, and human
rights experts.
The mission, which will have an initial six-month mandate, will be funded by the United States,
Mexico, Norway, Spain and Columbia, all of which have played a support role in the peace process.
The MINUGUA will set up headquarters in Guatemala City, with seven regional offices in the
capitals of the departments of Quetzaltenango, Solola, Huehuetenango, El Quiche, Alta Verapaz,
Zacapa, and the Peten. In addition, subregional offices will be located in the municipalities of Nebaj
in El Quiche, in Barillas in Huehuetenango, and in two municipalities in the departments of Jutiapa
and San Marcos.
Coinciding with the announcement of the formation of the UN mission, from Aug. 21-24 UN peace
negotiator Jean Arnault visited Guatemala to iron out differences between the URNG and the
government in an effort to rekindle the peace negotiations. Arnault met with President Ramiro de
Leon, members of the government peace commission (Comision de la Paz, COPAZ), the civilian
sector group (Asamblea de la Sociedad Civil, ASC), and other grassroots leaders in an attempt
to build consensus on agenda points to be discussed with the URNG during the next round of
talks. Arnault also travelled to Mexico to meet with leaders of the URNG. The URNG and the
government have not met since June, when they signed an agreement to create a Truth Commission
to investigate human rights abuses committed during the 34-year civil war (NotiSur, June 24, 1994).
At that same historic meeting in Oslo, Norway, the two sides also signed a repatriation accord
affecting the thousands of Guatemalans uprooted by the war.
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Nevertheless, in early August the URNG announced that it would temporarily suspend their
participation in the peace negotiations, arguing that the government has not observed the terms
of the March human rights accord. According to the timetable agreed to in March, the two sides
were to negotiate the rights and identity of indigenous populations in June; socioeconomic aspects
and the agrarian situation in July; and strengthening civilian authority and the role of the army in a
democratic society in August, with a cease-fire to be signed in September.
Guatemalan Defense Minister Gen. Mario Enriquez said recently that it was unrealistic to expect
that a cease-fire could be enacted in September given the continuation of armed confrontations
between the guerrillas and the army. The URNG has apparently stepped up its military attacks
to pressure the government to respect the March human rights accord. According to an army
press release, guerrillas attacked a military base on August 22 in Chupol, in the department of
Chichicastengo, about 120 kms. from the capital. In the encounter two soldiers were killed and ten
others were wounded. Army officials also reported that on the same day rebels fired at a bus, killing
one civilian and wounding 15 others. Although Hector Rosada, head of COPAZ, said that he was
extremely "discouraged" about meeting with the rebels after the Chupol attack, he also insisted that
the government would maintain its commitment to return to the negotiating table and continue the
peace talks.
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